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million and a half of children were receiving a
fairly efficient education."1 In 1882 the average
attendance had risen to three millions, of whom
two millions were accounted for by the Voluntary
schools.2 In 1895 these showed an increase of half
a million, and the Board-schools of nearly a million.3
In 1905 the total attendance for England and Wales
was five millions and a quarter.4

Before reviewing the foreign policy and the Irish
administrative policy of Gladstone's Government it
will be convenient to say something about his last
great legislative achievement, the provisional com-
pletion of Parliamentary Reform by the extension
of Household Suffrage to the counties in 1884.
For ten years previously this had been part of the
Liberal programme, and resolutions for carrying
it into effect were annually moved by the present
Sir George Trevelyan in the Conservative House
of Commons. In principle the Tories were not
ostensibly opposed to the enfranchisement of the
rural householder. " I have not the slightest
doubt," said Disraeli, "that he possesses all those
virtues which generally characterise the British
people," and is as well qualified to vote as the town
householder.5 Being, however, a Conservative as
well as a Tory, he thought it more important to
keep our electoral system unchanged than to give
the cottagers an opportunity for bringing their
virtues to bear on the choice of Parliamentary

1  Craik,  The State in its Relation to Education, p. 119.

2  Ibid, p. 130.                                           3

4   Whitaker*s Almanack for 1907, p. 268.

5  Kebbel, History of Toryism, p. 371.